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perceived her, and sent a slave, saying, " Go thou and
entreat that young merchant to come to me.

The slave went up to her and delivered his master's
message, and said, " If you will have the kindness,
then my master is desirous of [seeing] your honour;
pray come and have an interview with him."    The
young merchant indeed wished this   very thing, and
said in reply, " Very well."1    The moment she came
near the khiodja, and he had a full view of her, the
dart of attachment pierced his breast;   he rose up to
receive her respectfully, but his senses were utterly
bewildered.     The young merchant   perceived  that
"now he is entangled in the net"   [of my charms].
They mutually embraced one another;   the  Mmaja
kissed the young merchant's forehead, and made him
sit down near him;   and asked with much kindness,
" inform me of your name and lineage ? whence have
you come, and where do you intend to go ?"   The young
merchant replied, " This humble servant's country is
Rim, and Constantinople has been for ages the birth-
place [of my ancestors.]    My father is a merchant;
and as he is now from old age unable to travel [from
country to country on his mercantile concerns] on this
account he has sent me abroad to learn the affairs of
commerce.   Until now I had not put my foot out of our
door; this is the very first journey that has occurred to
me.    I had not courage2 to come here by sea, I there-
fore travelled by land ; but your excellence and good

1 Literally, "What difficulty" (is there in so doing).

2 'The city of Naishapur being some 270 miles   inland, it would not !>d
easy lor the young merchant to reach it by sea.    Asiatic story-tellers ana
not at all particular in regard to matters of geography.
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